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qulu_ffﬂ_ Sorry folks, pressure of letters, fanzines and reviews means &
nuch reduced leed-in this time round, However, on the credit
hg use &f mj cld favourite,..Chapmanis CCD.2 paper. It waighe and
e; bu¥ I think the result is worth it. ' )
For t o8¢ who publish their own zines, all the clectrostencils
n this issue ecame from Mr, B.C.Sexton, 14 Vcntnor Court, Wolstenholme Rd.,
Sherffieid 87 1L3, Prices are 75p for paper, &£1.15 medlum run vinyl, and
A

£1,30 for long run (Gestetner or Roneco..state which), Prices include First
Ciass Posuagee Other services (size reduction on electros). Mention you
gaw Lt in TZRG if erdering,

Apclogies for my insbility to respond to all those who writese
ootase (and iime) prevent %his...but my thanks to the thoughtful ones who
enclose S,il.ls with queriess.belicve me it IS appreciated, I love hearing
from you all, but just can't manage an answer cvery time. g ,

Shortly =fter Peter Roberts won TAFF, I had a 'phone o&ll from

Dave Kyle in the U.8.A. (Midwestconl.."Would I come to Suncon as the guest
of Tirst FPandom ¢ Heopefully, “hey would have $700 raiscd in time," I
grabbed the offer, sen®t in an applicatien for leave, and shot round to thc
travel of:lﬂea.,,o find that tha date had just gone for eny reduced rate
flights,..Scheduled line would cost £385 just for the fake. So the offer
had to be deciineds..with a hHope that mzybe I could take a rain chéck for
hext year in Arizonz, I have my ringers crossed...hence all the typos..

After our Grand Tour of Eurepd 125t June, summer travel has’
been Iimited,..aport from a bereavement requiring several runs to Londong
We cid mex agc 2 Tew days in ithe lske Disiricti; ernd 2 couple of runs to the

East Coast (Secarbcrougii; . ALl of whizh cause specdoneter on thé new
Opcl to pack up..s$0 new we have had a new ene fittcd under wuarantee..and S0
have a car with 3,700 miles on the %ri¢sy and only 7CO on the olock...Greatl

Latest time consumer, is the transfer to file cards, ALL ‘the
bookr inforkmatbicn on ilens reviewed in ERR, and secondly, another file

on all hooks in my collection, So far Iive used up sore 1200 file cards
znd kave hardly scra’:ied the surfese of the Jjob, £till, it will make it ¢
easicr to answer queries and suchlikeo . M o

P

How to clese up the Ergitorial and leave you to get on..hopo

you like Foo60, and write to comment on the issus Bedk, €z§2?(
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Jeeves, How long have you heen a reader of SI” 2 and can you recall
what hooked you on it ? (I assume you are a reader..and hoolied)

lialcolm, The earliest story I can recall rcading was George 0. Lmith's
Venus ZSouilateral, in a 1945 Astounding, so I nust have
started around then, Other stories in the issue wers ~ I
think - Pandora's Millions and The Golden Journey

T.Js “hat stimulus finally brought you to the stage of writing a story of-
your own for profit ?

DJie The one common to most writers; the conviction that I could do
at least as well as some of the people then writing (c. 1958).
I'd been writing, and selling, articles for some yecars orior to
trying fiction. MWy first story, Lone Voyager - my title was The
Thousand-Year Corpse - was published in Nebula Io,350 h“V.195u

TeJ. Did your first submissions sell, or was the path beset with rejections
and any other difficulties ¢

-

D.Me I can't recall with certainty, but I doubt if my first eilorts
sold, I'd been cimirning out work in other fields and had nay
share of rejections. Any difficulties I've expericenced have been
largely of my own making. My *rouble was - and still is -~ that I
could never resist the siren ¢ 11 of trying to write something
for a field that was new to me. This paid off in astronony,
space flight,., philately and aero-philately. DBut perhans I should
have concentrated morc on science fiction. John Carpecll advised
me to do that. He could absorb for New Yorlds the stories I was
writing at just about the rate at which 1 was producing them.
This, I think, was a major reason why I never brolke iato the
Arerican markct. Carrying on this supposition, all ny storics
were being taken by one cditor, who wns also @y agents; so I wasn't
really being tested, with the result that I did not hav» the
challenge to produce more and better work.

However: John Carncll u-lped all his writcers. After he
had accepted my first story, he took the second onc by return of
post. The third Story, The House of Lights, was o crucial one,.
He siade me re-write it twice before he was satisfied, Ie had
tested me and T had passed. On a rough reckoning 1 have pub-
lished something, sonmewhere, cn average cvery four weeks since

1955600




Tede Udiven a frec rein and no cditorial direction, what kind of story
do you like to () read, and (b) write ?

D.ii. ‘h, yes, Terry, a frec rein, my old troublei! My bent has been
towards stories with a tcchnical bias, Clarke and Anderson were
favourites of mine., But my tastes arc catholic. My Tavourite
story is A Canticle For Leibowitz, by Walter M, Miller Jr., 1
find it beautiful, enduring, timeless. I don't like storics
which I find obscurc; if I can't understand them without a road
nap, what's the point 2

I like to write stories which show there
is hopc for humanity. While I firmly believe thot such hone
¢xistis, 1t is incrcasingly more difiicult to sustain such
belief when I look around and sec¢ what peoplec do to cach other,

T.Js ‘hich do you prefer, the SF of +tnday..or of the period when you
beszan reading it ?

D.li, On bealance, I prefer the SF of today. Much of the SF of tihe H0s
and 60s is dated, formal, and at best, cxnlored only the very
safe, warnl and shallow waters of human rclationships.

T,J., :<hould SF strive for ‘main strcam status...and do you tidnlk it has
a duty to cxperiment with acew writing styles and technigues ?

Delt, I don't think ST should strive for main strearn status, sinply
heecause it doesn't need ite Many of the thermes of SI” cannot
adequately be tackled by mainstrecam technigques, That is one of
thie reasons why I prefer today's SF. ‘Yhat I think SF has aohic-
ved today, and in sone cases, with distincticn, is the develop-
ment and refinemcnt cf litcrary techniques which can bhe anpwnliced
as an analytical tool to questions posed by, and about, humanity
within a science ficticnal content,

e should not be tco auick to claim that S¥F has corncered
innovation. 'riting stylcs; what about Ulysses (Joyce) or
Roll Of Honcur (linklater); tiypographical experincuts: sce Djlmn
Thonas's poen, Vision ard Prayer; peralssiveness; the choice is

. e : 3
almost infinite; Fanny Hill (Cleland, or Nana (Zola) or Tropic

25 ciACPTeFach individual uriter will always retain his or her
pun style. But that docs not preclude the continual clfort to
iuprove his craft in every respect znd to say his picce in a
nodern way where peseible. Hc should always be testing his
linits, to find out if +hby %will held, stretch or broenii,

: Unfortunately, it deesn't alweys ¥Werk out that way, L“'P worth

v

renenbering, toc, that some writers erc innately better thoan others,

T,J. ~rc there any types of story which ycu would NOT class as '5I! 2

a0 "¢ all have our own ideas abou® what SF is, Sonmc of the stories
that have appearcd in New Worlds of rccent vintage, for cianple,
I wouldn't call science fiction. In fairness, I don't thinl:
hat their writers claii then to be ST,

Tede In bricf, why do you think r :dia SF (film and TV) is largely of
a thud and bluner, or juvenile quality when comparcd with the
nrinted version ?



2N
Leading question! ..which I hope to agree with, ‘/hen a ~/
story is presented visually, the reader's right to exercisg his
inaginative facilities to re-create 'in his mind a unique version
of what the writer has described in words is rudely - and often
crudely - abrogated (The same applies when silly attemupts are
nade to televise programmes that are neant to be heard and not
secn). A writer's concept must undergo change when it-is rend-
crcd in another nediume. Instead of his story reaching the nind
via the eyes which are reading words, it now reaches the nind
visually, with an aural supplement. The reader is no longer &
reader, in a one-to-one comrunication with the writerj he is now
a viewer, bcing fed a concoction of interpretations of what the
writer originally saids I know that I would resent such an
intrusion, which is why I have never tried to write scripts,

Yalling of scripts; they are often written by people who know
nothing about thc tenets of SF and can,therefore, have no fecling

LOlﬁlfn and television are made for a general, undiscricinating
public who, in the main, have little or nc knowledge of writton
57e  They would not recognise any of the keys that open the doors
to the dark imaginings of SF readers. Su nuch visual ST laclhs
such keys and is written on a supcerficial level which does nox

require the viewer to think, but only to rcact.

Yede Do you think illustrations help or hinder a story line ?

.10,
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I don't like illustrated steries, for the reason that I prefer
to visualise in ny own nind what the writer is describing and
vhich is, presumably, why he described it in the first instance.
Por me, illustrations necither help nor hinder a story, as 1 ignore
thems Obviously, a nevel or a magnzine necds an attractive cover
as a sclling point, but that doesn't interfere with ny own inter-
nmretation of:the story

Yave you any current cor future writing ambitions in the SF ,ficld ?

I am currently planning the expansion of ny novelottc,
Detween The Tides, which appeared in New Writings in SF 29. This
was really a trial run fer a longer story. The future coul d
depend on what happens to the two novels at present malingering in
sone publisher's desk, especially the one titled The Jixers, which
is nuch better than anything I've written. Whatever I write, I
shall be trying to do it te the best of my ability, to brcak out
of the 50s5-60s meuld - not an casy thing to do!

Thanks, Terry, for the opportunity to air a few coilients and,
in sone res DCCtu, to take a ne w look at myself as a writer.

Don Malcoln, 18 July 77.
-
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Coniing up in ERG 61 1is another piece by Don ... ODD IRIS'LS You
night try working ocut what that might be about while you w11t for
next January. T.Jd.
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Brief details of THI BSFA MATLING..for those who
. Tecent items still say, 'What do you get for your
25 received. money !'..VECTOR, &1, NATRII 12,
1 NEXU3 3, The SF YEARDOCK, and 'Paperback

Parlcur?! I suggest you join HOU, it's
well worth it, write Dave iingrove,
4 Holmside Court, Nightinsale Lane, Balham, LONIDCH 512 8JW.

regizs;_? for details (they also run a library, taper service etc. etc.)

SCOTTISIE, 73, 26,A%k pages, twice yearly,50p,; from Ethel Lindsay, Courage House
6 Iangley Ave, Surbiton, Surrey. Revievs,letters, fanzines and ILthel's cwn
natterings. Varied and all nice friendly stuff. I like it a lot.

KARASS 30, 20, Qto pages,5 for $2,00, Linda Bushyager, 1614 Evans Ave, Prospect
Parl, Pa 19076. General news and fanzine coverage, filus, books, plenty of
illos and colour work. A must for the news hungry.

SCINTILLATION 12, 40, Qto (folded) superbly produced pages for #1.25 from
Carl Bennett, P.0. Box 8502, Portland, Oregon 97207, USA, A near pro zine
with interviews; letters, reviews and excellent artwork. For me, a far
better proposition than the sickliy slick VIRTEX

HAYA 1l 2L, AL, offset pages. Superlative repro, from Rob Jackson, 71 King
John Sty Newcastle on Tyne NE6 S5XR (50p, or 4 for £1.50) Dritain's TOP
fanzine Teaturing Aldiss, Shaw, Glicksohn, Wolfe, plus letters, reviews
and excellent artwork. If you can only afford one zine,.this is ITA

STRANG DYSWOPIAS ,/3. 32,0to pages, for trade,contrib,letter, fronm BHill ruamer
11 Strath Humber Court,Islington,Ontario CAWADA m9a Lc?7. fixcellent art,
layout and presentation. Colunns, parody, review of Children of Dune;
Varner on Space, letters, ctc,ete, BExcellent zine., Try it.

ATROPOS .4, 25,0to pages, for LOE, xontrib trade or cash, fron Dave Cockfield
57 Wilson Ct, Hebburn, Tyne & Yeer, Nice duping, but no intérior art.
Comiment & query on nuclear power statiors. Ditio for TV noax, Alternative 3
Wlewcastle Con rep. Langford in hospital, films etz. I found this one
a pleasure to read, and full of comment hooks,.hope he can get some art,

VAGARY 335 & 34, 20 Qto.pp. Ompazine from Bobbie Gray,..14 Bennington Zt.,
Chelténham, Glos., Bobbie on cats, cricket, ompazines,dreans, astrology
books, films and whatever takés her fancy. Quiet, but a pleasant read.

YINDING IUMDERS,5. 56 Qto.pp, locy trade, contribd, or 757 from R, Reichardt
53 Yenrose Place, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada RX2J 15L Super zine with
hunour on every page (or so it scerid) Poetry, letters, good art, good
repro, nostalgia, a CAGLE eulogy, comment on NIVEN, Without doubt, nore
and more top zines are moming out of CANADA,



Ii¢2L 21 46 Qto pp. Terry Hughes, 4739 Washington Blvd. Arlinston, j7
VA 22205, for Locs, trade, contribution or S1.0Q Tor: Perry deoces
2 ieinlein knocking con-rep. Columns by Ted White, Jim “unraner, ectc.,
»lus letters and goed art, Another nice one.

ASUSUTNE 220 38, Qtoepp Frank Denton, 14654 - 8th Ave 3.,77. foatile
nﬁ 28166 get it for the usual. Articles by Hoffman Price, Denton,
Senteliffe, reviews, Locs, good artwork, a 'sonnet' and many other
soodies, Reccrmended,.but ACT, as Frank is pruning his list.

-

BOCUIATY Hay.1977 Garth Danielsonb616-415 Zdison, Winnipeg, lHanitoba,
Canada R2G OM3 apvrox 40 Qto pages. repro patchy ano artwori:z not
50 hots.s.or plentiful. Personal-zine, comment and natter.

GG BLAH 14 18 Qto pp photolith. News on bor-ks, cons, fans ete
fron all over the world. Good art, éxcellent repro. 754 fron Jan
loward Finder, P.0.Box 2038 Fort Riley, K3 6642, If you crave
ur-to-date news, this one is for you.

cinr

LOGO & "Kevin Easthope,6 Ipsley Grove, Erdington,Birminghan 323 75%
%3, Ak and beautifully duplicated pages, excellont art, astorcon
report, TOROCON Photopages, excelle nt Loc column and a host of
other goodles. Yot another excellent zine. HIGHLY Reocomrended,.

SIDDIARTHA 8, 28 or so, Ah pages from Ian Williams, 6 Greta Yerrace,
ouaderland, Tyne & Year SR4 7RD., Personalzine, rambling over
Jagtercon, thiscon, thatcon, and in TFrance. , No illos, so it's &
bit heavy, but fun..if you don't mind the crude cxpressions.

SULURGY liar, 76 (Is this 2 parallel time track ?) Dick Patien,
7.0+ Box 12057 Albuguerque, NM 87105. 17 neatly donc Qto pages
and a 8uperb, two colour cover., Lecs, art and suchlike., Jice,

BLLCI. HOLDS 10. 55pp Octavo. Photolith (?) with a nice, colouxr cover
ond feeble interior art., Letters, Reviews, News, fanzines
nu gquite a lot of everyta1ng. Erecatic in the reproduction, »nut
coviously a zine which carcs about 8, I liked ito
'ITLB.S% 2k, Ak pages, Donn Brazier, 1455 Fawnvalley Dr. 5t. Louis
1i0 53131, Poll results, fen humour and comment, nice illos, o
chatty,frieadly perzinc, Grinds no axes, lives for fun. CGudun,

3002 BREAKING DOWN, 5 Qto. G. Pickersgill, 7A Lawrence Rd., Sth, Jullng
London we5. Good, Bell cover, Eentcliffe on Taff. This could
be much better if the editor would mature a little.... 0aybe get
that chip off his sheculder., 'Ye were all neofcen once, but there's

ne copyright on fandonm. f

LRG0 46 Qto pages, Donn Brazier (address, see TITLE) .eticle on
Tairies (winged variety), weasels (OK, some people love ‘'an)
Shaver's rock pictures, locs, and other goodies. Loads of
nitotos, but repro just isn't up to it. Nevertheless, a rood zinc,

DLACLK TIOLD (see above) comes from Leeds University SI Socicty, 20p (It
iUl be best value on the fan market), Leeds Univ. Union.
Leceds 2 West Yorks.



63 CEL! JIAL 3 8 A4t pages from Tony Richards, 153 Dagenham Rd.,; Rush Green,
‘Romford, Essex. Personalzine, news, comment, fiction. Friendly and
chatty. get it for trade. LOC, submission, or just a 9p stamp. Try it.

KIHGhTS 17/18. from Mike Bracken, E-3 Village Circle, Edwardsville, Illinois
62025 120 (yes, 120) Qto pages,; superb repro, covering essays on every
topic you can think of, letters, artwork (there's a Jerry Pournelle
articlel RickWilber has an excellent piece on Heinlein etc., etc. You
get b for $2,50...and believe me, it's a BARGAIN, IXCILILENT GALUE,

DURFED.2 40 Qto Pagess from Kevin Williams, 9 Whitton Place, Seaton Delaval
Northwakerland ,NE25 OBJ, A beautiful blend of sercon and send-up.
Serious (and good) pieces on Larry Niven, and Robert Sheckléy, board
covers, good art, superb duping and layout..and lots of fun. Get it
for LOC, Trade, or 30p. +.and remember, this is only no.2 1'

A1VIGA 4.' )8 impeccably photolithed, Qto pages, excellent art, articles
by me, Doug Barbour, Terry Hughes, Mike Glickson, etc, 4 good LOCcol
and Alyson's con adventures...for £1.00, trade, LOC, contrib, art. from
Llyston Abramowitz, 638 Valmont Place, Elmont, N.Y.11003. U. S.A, '

KARASS ?1. THE New321ne. 18 Qto pages of news, views, forthcoming oons y
fanziness and events. Hugo dctails and comments. If you can only run
to one zine and want to keep abreast of events, this it for you. Irom
Linda Bushyager, 1614 Evans Ave, Prospect Park, Pa 19076, USA

IT COILiS IN THE MAIL,.27. 18,Qto pages giving a break down of mail, fan21ncs,
letiers and events as seen by Ned Brook, 713 Paul St., Fewport Hews,
VA 23505, u.s.a. A goodly mixture, available for the usual

FANZINE FANATIQUE 26/ from Keith and
- Roscmary Walker, 2 Daisy Banks,
' Quornmore Rd., Lancaster, Lancs.
4 pagcs of capsule reviews such as
thesc..duping spotty, but the right
spirit. Keceps you awarce of what's
available, and friendly chatter,,

MOTA 22 Qto pages. Terry llughes,
4739 Washington Blvd. Arlington,
Virginia 22205. Articles by John
Brosnan, Mike Glicksohn, lctters and
artwork..good artwork.  First copy

a dollar..thcn no subs, but 10Cs,
contribs ctco

WHICH MUST WEAP UP this scctidén. If
you like it...say so. If not, it
will vanish from human ken..or Uncle
Ken, So LOC,.if you aren't a
subscriber..or you may not get No.o1

Jeeves Naturc and faneds, abhor vacuums,
so plecase respond in séme way..by
letter or sub, Best, Terry




STAR TREK CONCORDAIICT

Bjo Trimble
Futura / Ballantine 3450

Just about the size of an
ocld=time Amazing Gyartcrly,
which for newconers, means
84" by 11" and 7 thick..s
but in this case, with 250
quality paper pages.

Of these, some 131 are tevoted to
a LEXICON giving details of every
person, place or thing mentioned
,. or written into the programies.
herc is & 17 page section on FAI 'RT
displaying some excellent illios on ST
which have appeared in fanzines; also,
brief notcs ofi 'Stardates', a listing
5 of all episode..in 'Stardate! order...
A but probably (to me it is) the best scction
00..% of the lot is the 90 page arca given over to

.......
...........

a plot summary of ceach Star Trek episodo cver
screened during its three seasons..and cartoon
series (referred to here as '"ANIMATED'.,.ccclh). .

For good measure, thce cover has a rotating dioe
which does duty as an index (paste it to the fly leaf
to avoid creasing it). Wcll illustroted, but sadly
without production stills or other 'inside information?®,
this is undoubtedly a must for Trekkies, Indecd, anyonc who cnjoyved
wtar Wrelk and would like all the details at their finger tins will
find this one a very handy refcerence book.
HILLETLITUH

Colonel Kinsman, commander of the U.S.%te Darc of

e ..ova . o - .

;q‘ﬂ ald & Japes  the Russo-fAnerican locon»ase (called Selenc) is
@ecfionalad & . N .
«?°ﬁi ‘ & faced with the problem of an overcrowded and power
e )

hungry Earth. rapidly escalating a simiering Cold
lTar into all out hostilities. He talks things over with his Russia
counterpart in Selene and the result is a plan to take over the iasc..
a schome which escalates into mastery of the ABM laser satellites

and all out struggle to bring peace to Earth.

The yarn has a chilling
sense of 'it could happen right now' and Bova (Analog's editor in ocase
you didn't know) kceps the pace taut, fast moving (and swearing) right
througli.the book. - . Being a real-time space buff, this one was just
what the doctor ordered...and it also boasts a great dust jacket by
Doh Layzell,



JO THE KING_IS_DEAD

The far future, and LEarth Has been conquered by TFhe’

Alexander Thynn Cobra who, after killing (sadistically) off theé opposition,
Longleat Press founds his own dynasty before moving off stage, Years
&l 00 - later, Askadaz is. on the throne and tormenting his own son

Pyrrock, to 'make a man of him'. The latter is rather unsure of himself,
introverted, but develops as we follow events from his viewpoint. There is
a2 minor side plot, and an overall, omniscient overmind comments on the scene

(o} .
ccasionally, Less a story, than a fictionalised philosophy (with perhaps a

touch of autobiography). Several spelling (r typographical errors jar a
bit in what is completely different from normal run-of-the-mill ST
ZE§=§==£=9£=§9£§§2=§££g§5§§§§ ., A Malzberg Introduction, then 10 tales, each
Sidgwick & Jackson £4,.95 “with a brief but informative note by the

' writer., We have the inevitable cannibalism
of 'Road To Nightfall', the robot, treasure guardian of 'The Sixth Palace!,
the body possessorsof 'Passengers' plus the highyl acclained ‘lawksbill
Station! and 'Nightwings'. There's the statutory punishment of invisibility,
and the lovely satire of a robot Pope. ~Silverberg has a strong leaning to
the downbeat, but if you don't mind that, then without argument, this is
the man at His 'best', in a bewildering variety of theme and plot.

. ) :
§L§£2§=2 To say that this contains six novels from the top ST

ide Den BDova magazine is quite enough for the experienced. Tor the
Dobson 33595 newcomers, L'11l add that the first, 'Answer, "Affirmative or

Negative!" ' deals with a whimsical, poetic supercoriputer,
Then, ’The Gold At The Starbow's End' tells of a spacecrew sent to check out
a mythical Centauran planet as a cover for an intelligence boosting experi-
ment, "~ laumer's 'Plague' is really the plague of claim-jumpers on & colony
planét.. Then there's a bit of near-alchemy and off-trail physics in !'Out,
Wit {'e Dest of all, for me, 'Hero' by Joe Haldeman, wherein Private
Mandella gets his 1nhumanly tough battle training in what was to become, The
Forever lJar, Pick where you like, they're all top level tales - - what else ?
they came from Analog didn't they 7.

EHE ANCIEET WISDQE 'A guest for the source of mystic knowledge'! says the
Geoffrey Ashe jacket, and this scholarly tome locks into many myths,
Macmillan &4,.95 legends, fables and bits of folk lure while searching.

' More than half of the 230 pages is concerned with the
number 7 - did you know that if you divide it into any other number the
answer always contains the figufe sequence 142857 ? The 7 is found in
patterns, sagas and designs of nearly every country. The author traces his
theory through Islam, Greece, the Semitic literature, Bible, Koran and
gradually locates his 'Shambhala' or Holy Place as somewhere in Siberia or
Mongolia {linking it with poscible extra-terrestrial visitors: and the
Tunguska meteorite of 1908). There are also mentions of the !'lung-~gom-pu'
or Tibetan wind-men, capable of running at 40 mph., and others who can
create the “tulpad - a projection of "a person of thing.

Baffling in its complexity, the Ancient Mysteries remain so to the
end, but on the way you get plenty of thought-food..and maybe a story plot
or two,
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- TuJ BEST SCIENCE FICTION STORIES

) e o =
i;;1:20“gf%9§LaDLEton justified by t?e gontents...which dely any

v adequate description by the sheer vclunue

‘ ’ and quality jammed between the covers.

“ells, Forster, Leiber, Asimov, van Vogt and a host of otihers in what
* is alrnost a Roll Of Honour for SF authors, Let the statistico apealk
for thenselves, You get 750 pages ' A 2" thick volume bul:ing .
it ne less than 43 top-notch stories, apart from Vells 'In The Abyss,.
* the rest date from 1939 to the present...and with a price tag of only
*

Ja 9), tnls should sell out in very short order. bort ITJm s -
3 O R T L R A L L o L R e R U I CHNEE . P RO N Y

*
*
£
An ambitious title, but well *
%
E
*

K

WAL T
AR As a youngster, I often tried to trisect the

Archur W.Jd .06 Ord-Hume angle, or evaluate pi to the bittler end just
Mten & Unwin 25,50 because I had been told it was impossible. Here,

subtitled 'The History Of An Obsession! we have

a highly detailed and well illustrated investipation into anoti.er near-

clau.lcal exercise ~ the devising of a machine whlch needs no further
aplication of power to keep it operating once the initial impetus is
sunplicd, In addition to tracinug the history of such devices, the author
docs not neglect hoaxes, frauds and near misses - some of which arce quite
hilarious. Throw in low-encrgy gadgets, ball operatcd cloclis and you have
a Tascinating compendium of gadgctry, great and small; ably cxzplained and
well documented. One of the most interesting items in a long time.

™I A FOL THE LOT . .
SESmanEa 8RO o "Then younsg Alec March spends the sunnmer on his

Jterlin . L. Lanier grandfather's farm, known as 'The Lot!, tlc oity lad
3idguiekx . & Jackson finds a whole new world to investigate. Vcry soon,
335,50 he bgins to hear, then talk with the animals and is

talien to a midnight meeting where the timeless entity of the wood eitauines
hiri as to his fitness to aid the creatures in their coming batile against

o

cerrible cnem n_» . . q q
S - Je Definitely a juvenile (but one which may well ap-eal to
nany adults..Tolkein lovers ctce.) Buy it for your ofispriag, or young
relative, but sneak preview it first yourself.

503 D5 OF ARTHUR C, CLARKE . Vol.1 1932-1955 This is the 1974 pb

MY DIGT OF ARTHUR C. CLARKE Vol.2 1956-1972 fron Sphere, now in

lid. sngus Vells ., two veluwes, but with
Sidpuick & Jackson, £3.,95 each part, exactly the sane cUnueptu. Vol,.1

Preface (excellent) by 'Ego' hinself, then core.:g
several fanzine reprints, and you're into the,
real meat with such tales as 'Castaway' with
ts radar mechanic jargon; History Lesson e
The Zent inel' (2004 sparker). 11 yarns plusr
Biography (by Gerbish ?), In Volume 2, the
story count is down to 7, plus the biography
again. llere you get, 'Venture To The Moon',#
1Tnto “he Comet! Sunjarmer' and! other goodies, B
.o doubt about it, Clarke is one of, if not the favourlte in ny ]1st.

o




!;2 LEVORLD

=S==mmm= Generations after a colony ship erashes anong the
Alan D an Toster predator-filled rainforests of Green Ilanet, the
iiacdonald & Janes descendants have mutated to live in a lind of
35495 symbiosis with their Tree in a hell of monacing

plant life. Born, a hunter and the !'different!
one oif thc tribe, rescues two 'giants' from a wrecked flitter and sots
out to return them to their illegal base. Studded with a Tantastic
range ol menaces from plants to aerial beasts, their Journey is but a
prelude to further problems for Born,

The jungle of deadly flora and
fauna is net a new plot, but I can't recall it ever being uvsed to suoh
telling and gripping effect and with such warmth of description.
Foster'!s characters come alive, their actions-are credible, but never
desccnd into stock 'goodies and baddies'. ITd&d recomnend this to adl
and sundry, and fancy it will cop an Award in no time at all,

et 'Then Stephen Dalt takes refuge in a cave or iwashi,

I, Yaul Viilson he acquires a ‘'mind partner' which not only imnroves
Sidgwick & Jackson his body, but renders it immortal... a2 point which
35450 has generally been overlooked by previous writers

on this theme. The narrative then follows Dalt
throusl: a series of widely separated (in time) episodes - the first
oriinally appeared in Analog. Gradually, Dalt and 'Pard! adjust to
sach other, freguently changing their identities to hide their imiort-
ality., One manifestation of the symbiosis is the curing of those driven
rnad by the 'horrors'. Dalt gains his title 'Healer' and eventually
confronts the menace behind the 'horrors' and a mystericus band of
invaders. Others have used the 'mind symbiote', but YWilson malies it
into a gripping story with both Dalt and Pard emerging as lilable
characters in a tale which never flags.

gg;gg:ﬁéégfg Following on from Dragonsong, the tcenago lienolly

snne licCaffrey and her ninc fire lizards are breought to Illarper
fidswicl & Jackson Craft Hall, wherce she is installed as &a apnrentice
Ry 4 musician. Ms, licCaffrey describes ilenolly's

" settling in period with the fervour of a
Victorial novel as the youngster is
coddled by some and ostracised by her
pecerse. 'Threadfall! occurs oilce
but 'off stage'. Otrangely, it
is said to have started when
Menelly was only a few
yecars old..yct in
'Dragonrider the
'Threads! wero long
established., Quibble
apart, this is a
pleasant, smoothly
flowing ‘'road! and
will be snapped up
by Dragonlovers
everywhere.
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Pwelve tales ranging from the delightful tonpue-
Robert uilverberg in-cheek of 'Caught In The Organ Draft! to the
Coronet 90» deft satire of 'Good News From The Vatican' where
a robot cardinal wins the Papal election. The
author »ads a bit (a table of amino acids in TCaliban', or tiie ré¢neated
thenes inherent in time travel yarns)- of which there are five), but he
is never dull,y whether on telekinesis as in '"Push Ho More!, or the group
sex of, 'In The Group'. Icology buffs will go for the poetic, 'The Vind
‘néd The Rain', 3ilverberg prefers the more cerebral SF of people and
idecas; hore, he is at his best, and there is something for cveryono.

seais O Zarth is devastated and thc Dark Forces arc noving
in for the kill in a frenetic mixture of locl:, Pop
guitar, and suchlik¢ slang. There is more rampant
wordage than Bradbury at his most rampant. Yhe
jacket bills this as 'Rock and Roll uClﬁrll (and
anyone using that term gives away their media background)l. This is Ho.2
in the trilogy which began with 'The Time Of The Hawklors! and will ond
(hopefully) in '78 with Tedge Of Darkness', The jacket acknowledpos a
debt (bl».uq ?) to Mjckael Moorcock, so this may grab you. Checlk it,

Michael Jutterworth
Uyacham Star  80p

T 1500 OF OBERON . . .
=£=:=:===2==9===2= This is another in the 'Amber' series, and once

Roger Zelazny again, Corwin and ‘his fellow princes are besot by

Avon £ 1.50 dangers caused in the main by a traitor in the
ranks. The imagination and coleur arc still ncre,

as is the rich tapestry of Amber, the Skadow World, and the interplay

of tie princes themselves. Despitce this, I find a certain saomeness to

the scrics without thc basic plot moving forward very far. Despito this,

if yeu apc an Amber fan, the old magis is still therce

K 17 ¢ 1isRU . . '
_gﬁizi:gé=£==_ Another strange land, this time Meru, wherce each

“eter Lyle person sevks to work out his Li. Nnlind and Del
Avon 1450 are twin princes, and it is written that Rolind
will slay Del for the throne. Thaniis to the
unlil:ely aid of his father, this happens, the Tather moves off stage (I
oouldn't quite makc out how) and Rolind becomes king and starts to work
out his Li, . An unusual tale, but if you like semi barbaric kingdalls,
svordplay and prophecy, this could be what you're louking for.

&}

sa M MT '
L2 OUG THE BLIND Biologist, Zeitman returns to Ree'hdugrlc with the
Robert Holdstock twin aims of studying the Ree‘hdy and-"etulng hack
Pan. 700 his wife who has 'gone: natlve‘ < Behind him, ho

leaves the 'Fear', an. uﬁhnown d;seabo decimating
civilisation, As well as the Tec'hd, he mcets thc bestlal Rendii and:
ruio’rs of an ecarlier 'master race', Ghosts arc secnx and also tne
stranje, blind, McGuire who can not only 'sec' but can télcport and As
700 years olde His main function being to ..\ igestman inte: unvc"lla”
the ee'hd powers of tclepathy and ancestral comuuﬁzeatlono
n canthralling tale which avoids the ‘'clever human, dumb alicn!

_x-.

syndronie cnd keeps the rcader hanging on the next dovclopment. lﬂce oneo‘

N




IdM@H OF_MYSTIRY

A non-fiction collectionm of ninc essays by various
Ed, by Colin Wilson writers, ea?h of whom have concen@rate@ on ‘i
Wyndhan 75p farmous (or 1nfa@ous) chg?acter possessing strange

N powers, Rasputin, Gurdjieff, Madanc Blavatsky,
Hikola ‘lesla, Aleister Crowley, Hell Fire Dashwood, Uri Geller, Franz
Mesmer and lostradamus are all put under the micréscope..but not in any
clinical nmanncer, these accounts are all on the dramatic side and tend to
detail or stand amazed at, the sundry powers related and malte 1ittle or
no attempt to secek a cause for them. Apart from this, the bock is & handy
gquiclk guide to the pcople covered,fascinating reading, and could well spark
the inagination of any would-be ST writer, One to come back tos

GUN SIGH SUCCESS  This one sets out to show, how via astrology you can find
""""""""""""""""" a pathway to better living by explaining the significance
of your birthdate, and that of others so that you may use
the knowledge to your advantage. Studded with charts and
diagrams, »lus such chapters as, 'Improving Your Reading Habits{ (/hich does
NOT tell you any such thing), I doubt whether it will get you an mxira five
thousand a year, but if you're an astrology buff, then this is for you.

Joseph Polansky
Wyndham §0p

TRE TIME PICHTERS -
LA TIME FIGHTIRS Another in the SPACE 1999 series,(with 8 pages of
Michael Butferworth photographs). This time, while Psychon Maya suffers
Wyndham Star 60p here own variety of nervous breakdown..and gilves
Alpha a series of monsters to cope with, Comander

Koenig is trapped in a time warp and encounters a cruel matriarchy.

OK for 1999 lovers, but I find. these yarns constrained by the YV scripts
and the anthors do not seem to 'flesh out' their scenes to compensate for
the lack oi visual images.

GALACTIC MIDAL OF HONOUR

_____ === ====== l/hen Don Mathers allows two crocked businessmen to

Macl: Reynolds talk him into attcking an alien derelict to feign
Metiuen Megnum 70p a one-man invasion defeat, he is awarded the Medal

‘

of Honour., 'The Award allows him to talie anything
free, be it artifact, service, wine women or song. In addition, the two
crools form a company to corner the System's radicactives; with Hathers as
the firsurcehead. As nsual, Reynolds shoves in a few 'history' lessons (has
' he ever written a story without these
interjections ?). The story reads
well, but the ending is so glib
as to give the imprescion it
had to be trimmed to it
the available pages.
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In the 21st Century, America has withdrawn behin the
'Shield' and is a semi-police state Hecaded by the 100
year old, ever-young Nicole and her currcent husband

*hilin K Dick

thuen tid ' . :
7fzﬂu n agnum the 'der Alte'., The story jumps haphazardly anong
2t the entwining lives of a widely assorted group - the
last psychiatrist, jalopy salesmen, a telekinetic musician, jug players

ané tze like. ©Sadly, they are but thin cardboard figures involved in a
ueb of politics, business, a spot of off~stcge time-travel: (even Goering
truts th brief moment on the stagé Despite a plethora of ‘ideas and
chaf&cueru, the story though cntertalnlng,-nevcr really - gets far bexore
its final fizzle, 2 o Bl

and other stories.
Thilin L. Dick A
Coronet 30p Seven yarns fronm
the fifties in

which »ick ranges happily among
robot hursemaids in battle, healing n51muk_“_j e
povers, a‘couple of time travel tbenos, a would-he _:ﬁu;g*' gy
Jartli-couqUering paranoid group and a scintillating variety oxf- 6fher§1'mMa
Something for everybody (and no rubbish). Fersonally, I thinl Dick is at_7

14

his best with the short story, and here, he bears cut my theory. . o

0T =0 Wi .
gggé::::&&QQ&:ﬁQSéE: Time has reversed and human processes (but not

Philiy K. Dick thoughts or actions) flow backwards..pcople wallk:
Coronet 70p forward, but regurgitzate food as they srow younger

on their journey to the womb, Sebastian liermes, who
digs up revived bedies and sclls thom, exhumes 'The Anarch! as poicerful
rcli-ious leader. A multitude of invoived plots entwine as various groups
try to get the Snarch., The yarn fails to convince, characters are of
ardboard and act irrationally and inconsisten%ly. Personally, I much
prefer Dicli's short stories

FLATG GOnUOL is revoved in a new serics of titles from Wyndhaiie '~ho \7

"""""""""""" jackets say, 'Alex Raymond's original story! and the fly-)

ays, 'Adapted by Con Steffanson® [ suppose they must be based on

ines from the cartoon strip. o

10 HEN OF MONGO (Lio.7) sccs Flash, Dale and Zarkov crash landing

on iiongo, where each is copturcd by a different groupe. IFlash puts

things right after meceting lion men, salamanders, apemen and a battle

in t 1C arena,

20 PLAZUE OF SOUND (No.2) Uncontrolled sournd vibrations are bein:s useéd
as & weapon to attack Estampn Tcerritory, Flash is framed for murder,

auzht by giant spiders;, and an underground city are all ingreodicats

of this one,

Forthcoming titles arc to be :- The. Space Circus; The Time “rap Of Fding. XIII

The fitch Queen of Mongo; and The War Of The Cybernnuts. FPriced ot 6Op

cach, the tales are not too sopiisticated in style or content..but better

than you might expect,.and con81d”rnbly better than other 'spin offf

scries such as 'Star Maidens', 'Space 1999' or cven Goldin's horriblo

tZ,0.Cmith Stories's Thesc will appeal to Flash Gordon fans, thoso bent

on nostalgia, and the younger generatione Publisher, ‘yndhan 'Star?
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new (Chrls Foss 7). covers. Excellent reading and a second

. chance for those who missed them first time round 1w
THE STCREY PLOPLE

Se=s Mark Sunnet and his girl Margaret crashland in a New
Sea being created in the Szhara, They wind up in a maze of underground
caverns populated by the gnomes of legend. Mark is put among other
prisoners, but Margaret gets different treatment. Flooding from the
Ilew Sea threatens death tc . all, and a traitor offers further danger,

STOWAWAY TO IMARS a

is of course, a classice. I remember seeing thce weird
Martian machines in a copy of Passing Show, but had to await the magazine
version to read about the veoyage of the Gloria Mundi, the stowaway, tne
Hartians, and the rival’ ‘Russian craft, Tne Tovaritch. :

W
SLEEPERS OF MARS | 14ds five stories; the title yarn tells of what happened
- to the erew of The Tovaritch, left on Mars. Other stories cover time
travel and war from the future; An invisible monster brought back from
Venus; A strange animal in an alien zoo, and finally, thc effects of
.a.re-mdiscovered weapon too terrible to use.
UAHD“““RS QOF TIME

holdsiTiwe stories covering time travecllers caught in the
future, High Adventure in space, 'Child Of Power' foreshadows the

Midwich Cuckoos, and 'The Puff Ball Menace' precedes the wuthor's 'Day

of The Triffids'y and 'The Last Lunarians' is almcst in the ‘lellsian

\\‘7vein& Pick any of 'ecm, tliey all make exccllent..and nostalgic roadin%;/

WINDHAM BOOKS have a stack of forthcoming and available titles. Ready now
are the following :=-

VIRGIN PLANET

When a spaceship carrying nothing but women crash landed

Poul Anderson on the planet Atlantis, a semi-barbaric matriarchy and
Wyndham 'warner! a new 'religion' were soon established. Things went well
65p : for 300 years...then space explorer Davis Dertram arrives.

A lovely, tongue-in~check romp, with plenty of fun. I enjoyed it.

=== A collection of Moorcock items from a variety of sources

Mike Moorcogk (including to my delight, a reprint from TRIODE l). Fiction,

'Savoy! 30p biography, a dash or two of SF history and a set of Sojan
stories...all thls, and some excellent Cawthorn illos,

Edgar Rice Durroughs
'Tandem! GOp

from the lost city of Caprona. i sequel to
'‘The Land That Time Forgot', and has also been
made into a film. In a 'Triode' LOC, Jim
Cawthorn mentions watching Patrick Wayne shooting one of the scenes.

TIOE LOST COETINENT The 22nd Century, and Jefferson Turck'd airship is

Edgar TRice Burroughs carried beyond the 30th Meridian to the forbidden

"Tandem! 60p 'New Worldl of Europe where the people have become
barbaric jungle dwellers, Archaic dialogue, but fun,
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THE CAVE GIRL Shipwrecked,on a South Pacific Island, timid, sick,
T W.E.Smith-J nes encounters a lost race of cavemen

Edgar Rioc B : .

Tagdemwlggp urroughs He falls in"love with cave-girl, Nandara and finds

he must start to fight, finally ending up as a
warrior chieftain. Again, a bit dated in some ways, but Burroughs made
his nanc as a story tellers..and thesc are his storues..and still good,

MESSLNGER OF ZHUVASTQU  Rich playboy, Moris Keniston has himself altered
hysic¢ally so that disguised as & powerful ruler's
W Ja p
Andrew Offutt envoy, he ¢an wander the hostile planet Stvold, -
Ostensibly, he searches: for his runaway fiancee,
but there are other reasons. Cast in the de Camp °'Zamba' mould, this is

a far, far better..and more entertaining adventure. Another very good ‘unc

snmm=cme=slPIC0TAL ITEM ssssssssme=s o ‘)

Methuen 'Hagnum® 80p

1iIC:Z:TL 1OCRCOCK'S WIZADRY & WILD ROMANCE New items from the 'Dig O7
1nterpreued by RODNEY MATTEEWS don't come at the breakneck
pace of some othcr houses, |/
A Calendar for 1978 ‘ ‘ but cach onc is woxrth tho.*
Big *O* Publishing Ltd., £3.95 wait, Roger Dganfs VILEWS
"~ was one such goody, Now,
and with a style remarkably similar to Dean's, Rodncy Matthews. hasz illust
rated a round dozen scenes from the writings of Mike Moorcock (the relev t
passages appearing bencath each painting) and a further page cets ocut a
conplete lioorecock Bibliography. Overall calendap sizc is 43cns SQey w1tﬂ
the illustrations (31 x 22 cms) surmounting the stylish calendar PRECS
When !78 is out, you still have a beautiful art folio, Postage will bo
about 60p...onqu1rles to:= Gill Hart, Big O Publishing, 228 Fulham Rd.’

e e e e e T e v o
1=

ind'saeaklng of Ken Slater. FANTAST (MZDWAY) LTD., can get you any or

all of the aforcnmentioned items...and any others you may want. Write to
39 tlcst St., Wisbech, Cambs. PE13 2IX...and Ken would no doubt apspréciate
soncthing by way of postage...catalogucs the size of his cost money.

STILL WANTED ... I would appreciate any spare copy of a good acrospace
nagazine so that I can subscribe to same if it ncets ny distorted nceds.
I'M intorested in spaceflight in all its aupccts, plus nilitary and h1Wh~
performance aircraft (and models of same). I do not want details of
civilian aircraft, airliners or light plancs. Can anyone help from the
good old U,S5.A., ? Any such magazine gets the next two copies of LRG,.a
threat or a promise. If a subscriber, you get a two issuc extension,
How about it folks ?

JUSY RECEIVIED from Laszlo Lantos, President of the TIT SF Club, Hungary,
a five page (A4) 'POSITRON NEWSLETTER®...in English in casc you werc
getting vorricd. Bt describes their activities, aims and aspirations,
also news itens and other information. If interested, drop Laszlo a -
linc at ¢+ TIT Tudomanyos Fantasztikus Club

He1113 Budapest

Bocskay u 37 HUNGARY



Of new materials in the home I talke A/ AN B(/p,\/s

yiot your old-hate polythene and silicones,

for one well-placed nuclear device and the

sunply is cut off, I speak of the new-old materials of survival which
we should learn to use, just in casco.. Go into any old housc or
castie, note the solidity of everything compared with the eplherieral
nature of things today. Those people built to last, so that what ' they
‘considered important, their religion,; their Lord and his soldicry, and
their stockpiled food against hard winters was protected, The pcople
themselves built wattle-and-daub huts,-which, though not specially
elegant, were serviceable and kept out the weather,

Look at our own new-old house and sce what we haves It
is built of stonc blocks. You could of course make mud bricks, but
adobe is really a hot weather material, depending on blaziar sun to
bale rud bricks rock hard. Mo, for England, it must be stone.
Quarrvying it does not depend upen modern amenities like dynam1to, it
is in fact split out, as the Indians of North America did, using flre,
In modern American quarrying, this method has had good success using
flwie-throwers judiciously. Dressing stone is not difficult once you
Learn that stone has grain like wood, but it is tedious. "You usc big
stones for the foundations and lower storey of your house, rising to
snaller stones for the upper parts...and what else but slate for the
roof ? Stone floors arc cool in summer and warm in winter, and for
the rich, what of mosaic flooring ?

But we speak of the suburban semi. Glass can be made,
green if "scavenging ferric salts are in short supply, but with primitive
furnaces, it can only be made in small picces. The windows are woodw-
frasied, with glass squares, Light at night ? Tallow smells disgust-
inzly but you learn to live with anything, and you could rctire and
slcep confortably on a wood-framed bed with reed slats, hoincspun shects
a:d pillows stuffed with moss.

Rising in the morning, you bound downstairs, ‘e distaff
side has the turves off the peat fire and the huge kettle, hend-forged
an¢ pracious, already boiling. Tca or coffee ? Nettles or roc sted



~
acorns ground in a pestle and mortar. The family also has a huge ’f)
frying pan and sides of bacon from the pig; eggs from hens, Vlates
arc of wood , turned from willow on a primitive lathc. Cups nizht be
of carthenware. Cutlery ? Wee-~ell flint knapping is not yet dead and
nay vet revive., Instead of plates, you could be even more primitive
?nd use tranches, that is to :say, thick slices of the coarscst Lrowa
brecd on which food is piled.  In days past, the slices were fluag
over the shnoulder to the dogs, but they can be eaten and arc dolic-
ious with all the goodness of the food in then,

g p Q/‘/c

Dones arc husbanded carefully, used first for ,§>

scup auad then dried an cut up for
Y, -cg'!‘
. } A\// 3
D S‘ y

necdles and other things., Bone pegs
nclle zood jointing dowels,
‘!1“

Furniture in the
ney~old house is primitive, but not :
wnconfortable, Wickerwork perhaps ——=5 T n%;im &;'”
or carved from wood, cushioned with A b.J-l ;Eézia E:;
carcfully washed and teased sheep-wool %fj\ S
in homespun bags. Storage is on convenien
shelves built into the walls during construction of the house; wool
russ arc on the floor, or beast skins, The fire place is built into
the base of a single chimney which serves te heat downstairs by

radiation from the firc and upstoirs by heat from the stone of the
chinney. I specify peat for the fire, because it burns with a swcet
smolie and smell,.wood would be too precious to burn, unlcss the
ferests returned, which is unlikely.,

Aeeves

. Baking of the bread and stuff would bec done in 2
comunal oven as in the old days, when for a trifle, tile local baler
would allow you to cook your turkey in his oven, or you could huild
an oven into your chimney side, but heat control would be dicey.
ecdless to say, hanging in the chimney would be the hams and sides of
neat, getiing preserved, though salted meat would also be popular,

But civilisation would slowly overtake things. In
Jerry Sohl's 'Costigan's Necedle' a whole pcople from an arca of
Tiodern Anerica were flung naked into a new world. In no time they
had modarn conveniences to equal those they had left, built from
their own knowléedge, The primitives had to find thlngs out, = we
know! "o in no time a couwpletc new neurotic civilisation would sweép
our new~old house away. Oh well, as Jenkins in Simak's 'City' soid,
tLord lelp The Cobblies Y !

6eeo0s00 Alan Burns

o/

122070 22000 19022 Y. 00000 2 0@:2:02 308 ¥ 0@2DRN@D D 1AM XA 23013 1200
DUDLIZATING NOTES., Sk pages of articles collected from threc yeors
) of ERG, plus an art section. Board covers.
51 or $2,00 (bills NOT cieques) from Terry Jeeves, 230 Bennerdale Rda,
Sheffield 511 9FE,
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UC: ERG 59 drew a ling-
size letter crop,
so degpite the
usuzl si»ace pinch
it seened a good
scheme to include

a selection fron
them in this

ssue.

i
Selection is by ny
dictatorial srhinm,

and interiections
from the srpgitorial

. cheir are denoted

‘ g ‘ by trinle parentheses,

((( How read omne«)))

UAVE VTLAON . . . =
&3 B, 19tk St., I recently stumbled on Gordy Dickson's copy of your

i 913 April issue -- specifically, the Tucker Interview. I
Apt » - ’

PP il anl moycd to comment, if only to protect my;el? fromn the
IE353404 gratuitous glanders being so adeptly practisel by that
. creaky old Illinois Fan (((Soon to be Tuclzer Trans-
ferred, I hope.))). What Tucker dida't recalisc when
he stole tne idea for ICE AND IRON from ne, you see, was that I couldn't
aiford to protest about it -- I myself had stolen the ideca from Tuclker

hWHuOJL, the idea for the novel cane into my head while I was in the

nidst of TIIE BOMB -~ specifically the following poetic line : :

Vilinestone, Danforth said to the ceiling. ! This being the caso, I

guess it's enly fTair that Tucker never offered me a share of the royalties
alt 1ohul I did autegraph a copy of the book for him.

Guide “lel:haut
Dicstsestraat 34 bus 1
3~BOOO ,Leuven
1um

Really enjoyed your latest IERG.. lir Lohley nay
be a good editor, but why didn't he do deencr
and tell us more about author's agents, trans
ac\f figures (yes, why not ?), Another thing that bothers ne is
thet yoﬁ Gon't give publication dates of the books you review., It nay
not we important to the casual reader, but it is to soneonc wio is a
collector or bibliographer ((( Not a1l publishers give a date, and since
the nain aim to is to advise readers as to what is available, it sccons

a hit superfluous as a general rule))). Holfe's interview was short but
interesting, but the Italian comedy; shouldn't it be 'Comcdia del arte! ?
((( Your are dcad right, but both Michael Banks who did the interview,
and I who typed it up, are both ignorant types..sorry cbout thov o“e)))
Vory rood issue, and I hope the letter section will return for the

next onc. (((How's this for scrvice ?722)))

(0]
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: Concerning ARG I read the jirgzitorial with
o Noudsepp

©

U;Funilllnblo 6 F 187 great plewsurc. It had 2 friendly tone of
Sﬁ:ooh” nostalgia, and -1 do say, you read a lot of
1, Tﬁ{I . 5F books in three months. The illustrations

in DUPLICATING NOTES were very exciting.
Cverall, your 'style' is very DBritish, in 2 warm and polite way which
is rarcly seen in Scandinavia. Dissolvingly yours, Jussi.
((('nd there in a nutshell is what fandowm is all about,.con unication
with others..so it is particularly nice to hear from Helsinkdi..)))

J FREJMAN  ,..doesn't get his letter included, but he did win a

25 fdelaide R prize of a paperback for originality. 3o far, he
Iigh Tycombe iz the only one who scens to have noticed tlie inside
Tuolis . of the mailing wrapper is a blank school report
form,..so, he made it a report on ERG,.Nice one -lan.,

D T0BD
12 Castle Bank The cover of TRG 53 has me puzzled. Is thot a bush
Tow. Law he's standing ia, or is he really on fire ? (((Me
Pishon fuckland answer is complicated..the bloke is called lioses and
Co. “urhamn, he has a thing zbout bushes))) Haybe it is one of

‘ those fire-breathing dragons ? (((No, tley can't get

o
the petrol))) ZEnjoyed your Ergitorial picce on early conventcions. It
vas gquite fascinating to hear how things went on in the ecarly days, &
wit: the fancon piecce, gave a goed 'now and then' comparison. 'th
Tuclicr Interview was excellent, The reviews were great, as

usuaW and 2ll donrne by yourself I notice,

L’S%LO L. MTOS
T 23 'Club

Ii-1112 Dudapest

Docsliay ut 37

e received IZRG and have read it with pleacure. Our
Club, by nmecans of this letter would lilie to talic up
the contacts with you. I am the Presid-nt ol the
Ciub, Apgnes Hosszu is Sceretary and aince 1970 we
hove oserated as a method centre giving 2 helping hand te amateur OF
Zlubs of Illungary and co-ordinating their work. Ve help in tlhie organising
of prograties, cxhibitions, and filn showss Ve would ap»reciate a
nention of Hungarian amateur SF activity ((( so therc you are Toll:s,
write to Lasxlo if you want Hungarian ncws and fanzines)))

DIV CONALEDICK - .
5 a Once again I nust congratulate you on a superd copy
245 ﬂOJPllnG St.,

‘shinston cf IRG, I don't know how YOU #&dace it ov“‘v tine,
Asniagto -
s practice and hard werlk I gucss (((.nd o vory

Mo uv1)lxﬂ and .  p . 2
lo : o understanding wife))) A nmultitude of boolt reviews
o LS e o q a O Sl = aq

’ This is ore section that I both like ond dislike,

too fow and it ain't worth the ftrouble, and too nany, and it Lccoies
b oring. This issue saw 9 pages of ZRG taken up with such Tevicuws, far
too many for me, Terry, but I guess someone will cnjoy 'em (((¥en, =
scens an almost 100% response in favour...as I suspected, moss fen lile
to have o brief plot precis, and make a final decision as to quality,

for %tlhenselves. Why got just pick out revicws on books of interest
%0 Tou ?)))
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;222(((;nother unusual LOC ..the heading &s set out in Letwasel, Frome.)))
Michael A Danks,
P.0. Box 312
MiIford
Ohio 45150

There were several things in '"T,e Coventry Caper’ which
reninded me of MIDWESTCON this year. Dave Kyle was
there (without a red blazer); The elevators stopped at
every floer - without being directed ‘to do so by button
pushing tykes; there was an auction at MIDWESTCON, a banquet aand a dance,
thiugh the dancind was a belly-dancing exhibition (((More buttons to push 2))
Hike Ashley's vicws on anthologising were most informative. I must
however add something to his comments - not only do publishers not want
anthologies; they also do not want novels, biographies, guidebooks etc. I
heard a rumour (don't know how true it is, that a firm is now narketing a
printing press able to churn cut full blown books without the aid of writers,
((( Talte a look at a Badger,book if you can find one around..they never
seemed to use writers))) L.ked the illo with Gene Wolfe; reminds me that
the lights went out while I 'was in the tub the other night. liver take a
bath by candlelight ? ((( Yes, and to add to the delight, the bathrrom
window caved in during a snowstorm...honest !))) I must correct you on
onc point.e.l do lecture on SF at the University of Cincinnatti, the classes
I teach arc in creative writing, I believe you'll find a few readers
dissatisfied with the LOC column this time cut, though, particularly the
illustration, ((Mike, you need.ncw glasses..there wasn't a LOC-col in 59))

Chris J
LS ones Many thanks for ERG 59, yet another cxcellent issue. Your

I1Ste I e

- vy! Ergitorial on Eastcrcon 77 gave a widc coverage and a well
North Rda, -

Quesnborough rounded picture of my first and certainly notv my last cone
ey Full Marks to "So You Want To Be An Anthologist' by Mike

Ashley, With that amoung of anthology editing behind him,
he certainly knows what he ig talking about. I think that at some stage,
every fan thinks about editing an anthology, and so this article would have
held interest for many, I like your book revicws as they give a clear ideca
of the contents of a book without disclosing the endings. There arc a
couplc of books lying unread cn my shelves through this fault in some other
zines.  The interview with Genc Wolfe by Michael Banks was also interesting

low to the production. One of the most important ebligations of an
oditor is to print the material of his contributors in the clcarest and
most readable way possible -- a fact I can sce you agree with by the well
thought out layout and legibility of ERG. Your zine is rcadable in evcery
sense of the word. ((( I thanks cc kindly sir, and most sincerely)))

(({ I handed ERG to a cocmplcte mundane,,a degrec man with several
languages and a number of translation jobs on the Continent behind him,.)))
?zég;cpatmorc Many thanks for letting me sec a glimpse of a completely

‘,: g ) new world - many of the words themsclves werc strahze
e 'fanzines, perzines,; con, flip, LOC' and the pic»uros,
consildering they are pictures of non-cxistent entities, scuied so tangibly
real, imbucd with a very human irony (¢cog. choosing betwecn two ldcntlcal
plcs) and depicted with apparcnt cffortlessness which wass style itself,

I wish I had the knowledge to respond adequately to refercnces to Hicr-
onymous machines, De la Warr devices, doppelgangers ctce, The Lrgitorial
on the Coventry Caper did give me the feeling of witnessing the strange
assemblage and T liked the thought that only somconc with thrce left legs

wouldn't have enjoyed the dance,'
(((Which being a look at fandom from

a complete uninitiate is not only intercsting, but gives food for thought
as to just how far from 'normality' ocur fannish pathways can talke us,.)))



